
 
The Gypsy Beer Experience – 2012! 

 

 
 
Welcome to the first ever Gypsy Beer Tours Trip … where I 
plan and take you on an extravaganza like you wouldn’t 
believe!  We will be visiting several countries to include 
Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Belgium,  
and Luxembourg. 
 
As an added benefit, we will also visit several places on the 
“All About Beer Growler List”—125 Places to Drink Beer.  If 
you have the list, here are the locations: 
#2: The Grand Place (Brussels) 
#3: U Fleku (Prague) 
#5: Oktoberfest! (Munich) 
#6: Augustiner Keller (Munich) 
#7: Orval Brewery (Belgium) 
#11: The Hofbrau Haus (Munich) 
#28: Zum Uerige (Dusseldorf) 
#37: Atelier am Dom (Cologne) 
#57: Kloster Andechs (Germany) 
#61: Krcma (Ceske Krumlov) 
#66: Delirium Café (Brussels) 
#68: Gösser Bierklinik (Vienna) 
#73: Schlenkerla Tavern (Bamberg) 
#77: Die Weisse (Salzburg) 
#78: Halve Maan (Bruges) 

#80: Le Bier Circus (Brussels) 
#82: Kloster Irsee (Germany) 
#90: Cantillon Brewery and Geuze Museum (Brussels) 
 #112: ‘t Bruges Biertja (Bruges) 
 
We will be visiting the following breweries ( ): tours noted
[James Pre-Tours] 
#1: Weltenberg (Oldest Monastery Brewery/World (1050AD)) 
       (Tour) 
#2: Schneider Brauerei (Kelheim) 
#3: Kuchlbauer’s Brauerei (Apensberg) (Tour) 
#4: Erdinger Brauerei [Erding) (Tour) 
[All] 
#1: Weihenstephan (Oldest Brewery/World (1040AD)) 
#2: Augustiner-Brau (Oldest Brewery/Munich (1328AD)) 
#3: Eggenberg Pivovar (1560AD) (Tour) 
#4: Budweiser-Budvar Pivovar (1895AD) (Tour) 
#5: U Fleku Pivovar (Tour) 
#6: Pilsner-Urquell Pivovar (Tour) 
#7: Klosterbrau Bamberg (Oldest Active Brewery…Tour) 
#8: Schlenkerla Brewery (Bamberg) 
#9: St Georgen Brauerei (Buttenheim) 
#10: Lowenbrau Brauerei (Buttenheim) 
#11: Frueh Brau (Cologne) 
#12: Koeningshoven (Trappist) (Netherlands) 
#13: Westmalle (Trappist) (Belgium) 
#14: De Halve Maan (Belgium) 
#15: Rodenbach (Roselaare) 
#16: Westvleteren (Trappist) (Belgium) 
#17:  Chimay (Trappist) (Belgium) 
#18: Orval (Trappist) Belgium)(Tour – possible) 
#19: Zwiefalten Brewery (Germany) 
#20: Irseer Brewery (Germany) 
#21: Andechs Brewery (Germany)   
 
 
 



We will also be visiting the following 
Abbeys/Monasteries/Churches/Castles: 
#1: Stift Abbey (Melk, Austria) 
#2: Konigshoeven Abbey (Trappist – Netherlands) 
#3: Westmalle Abbey (Trappist – Belgium) 
#4: The Abbey of Sint Sixtus of Westvleteren 
#5: Abbey Notre-Dame d’Orval 
#6: Abbey of Notre Dame de Scourmont (Chimay) 
#7: Ottobeuren Abbey (Ottobeuren, Germany) 
#8: Cologne Cathedral (Cologne, Germany) 
#9: Zwiefalten Church 
#10: Hohenzollern Castle 
#11: Neuschwanstein Castle 
#12: Hohenschwangau Castle 
#13: Bamberg Cathedral 
#14: Irseer Abbey/Church 
#15: Andechs Abbey/Church 
#16: Frauenkirche 
#17: Asamkirche (Munich) 
#18: Wies Kirche (Germany) 
 
Finally, here are the “cultural” activities in which we will be 
participating: 
#1: Mozart Concert (Vienna, Austria) 
#2 Opera: Lulu (La Monnaire, Brussels) 
 
Overall this should be a fantastic time!  I look forward to 
everything …  
  



DAY -1: James Arrival Day 

October 5th, 2012 (Friday) 
 
1. Arrive: Munich Airport (around 1000) 
2. Pick up rental car: Ford Mondeo Wagon  
(Details on last sheet) 
3. Drive to Weltenberg Abbey (Tour Brewery) [1300] 

 
 
4. Depart around 1430, drive to Kelheim.  If the tour happens for 
Schneider Brewery (1500) … 
 

http://www.schneider-weisse.de/index.php 

 

 
  
5. Staying overnight in Abensberg. (Altstadt Hotel Kneitinger) 
 
  Touring 1000 on 6 Oct.Kuchlbauer’s “World of Beers!”  @  

http://www.kuchlbauers-bierwelt.de 
 

 
 

  

http://www.schneider-weisse.de/index.php
http://www.kuchlbauers-bierwelt.de/


DAY 0: James Prep Day 
October 6th, 2012 (Saturday) 

 
1. The Owner’s Tour at Kuchlbauer (see above).  
2.  I will have to depart NLT 1215 to get to Erding on time 

for the brewery tour. 
3. Park at Hotel (Hotel Linner in Erding) 
4. Tour the Erdinger Brewery (sorry fellas) (tour starts 

@ 1330 (lasts 3 hours) … 
       http://www.erdinger.de 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

5. Stumble back and then check into hotel. 
6. Have dinner downtown Erding … 

 

 

7. Hit the Sauna paradise at Therme Erding 
                  http://www.therme-erding.de/ 
                 (I’m taking the Midnight Sauna option …) 
 

 
Overnight in Erding (Hotel Linner) 

  

http://www.erdinger.de/
http://www.therme-erding.de/


DAY 1: GERMANY!  OKTOBERFEST! 
 

October 7th, 2012 (Sunday) 
Arrive Muenchen Flughafen  
3 People … Derek, Phillip, and Mike   
 
Weihenstephan Braeustueberl (Freising) 
http://www.braeustueberl-weihenstephan.de/  
 (oldest brewery in World) 
We will drive straight here from the airport and have some 
lunch (and a brew).  We won’t be able to tour the brewery on 
Sunday, but we can kind of look around …  
 

 
 
Next stop is the Hotel to park and then on to Oktoberfest (#5 
on the list)! 
(www.oktoberfest.de) 
  
We’ll just spend the rest of the day at the Oktoberfest – I 
mean, it is a festival, right??  We will have to pace 

ourselves to be able to leave early enough the next 
morning.  We will probably hang out in this “beer tent.” 
 
Heimer’s Roasted Duck and Chicken 
 

 
 
U-Bahn to Oktoberfest: 
U3 or U6 to Goetheplatz or Poccistraße 
U4 or U5 to Theresienwiese or Schwanthalerhöhe  
 
Recommend we at least visit the famous Hofbräuhaus to drink a 

Maß Beer (or two) on our way back … it’s near our hotel!  

Hofbrau Haus (#11 on list) 

Been there since 1897. 

http://www.hofbraeuhaus.de/en/index_en.html 

 
OVERNIGHT (Munchen - Hotel Am Markt)  
 
 
  

http://www.braeustueberl-weihenstephan.de/
http://www.oktoberfest.de/
http://www.oktoberfest.de/en/article/Beer+Tents/Small+tents/Heimer%27s+Roasted+Duck+and+Chicken/328/2/
http://www.hofbraeuhaus.de/en/index_en.html


DAY 2: AUSTRIA!  Vienna Lager … and a Monastery 
 

October 8th, 2012 (Monday)  
 
0900 – Depart from Munich (Hopefully recovered!) 
 
Die Weisse (#77 on list) (Salzburg)  

 
http://www.dieweisse.at/  
(arrive at 1030 … early beer drinking!  We have reservations for 
1030 to eat lunch.  We have to depart NLT 1200 to get to the 
Monastery for the English Language Tour)  
 
Arrive in Melk (1430), Austria for a tour of the Abbey.  
http://www.stiftmelk.at/englisch/index.html  
The English Tour starts at 1455.  We will have to hustle…  
but it will be worth it! 

 
 
We will depart the Monastery NLT 1630ish … arrive in Vienna 
1800ish … check into Hotel Pension Kaffeemühle 
 
 

. 
  
We have tickets for the Mozart Concert at the Music Hall 
(Musikverien) that night (pick them up at the box office) 
 
http://www.musikverein.at/konzerte/konzerte.asp?currMont
h=10&currYear=2012  

 
  
Dinner (and beer) at Gosser Bierklinik (#68 on 
list) (Vienna) (we have reservations at 2115 ish) 
Been there since 1566.   
http://www.goesser-bierklinik.at/  

 
OVERNIGHT (Vienna)  
  

http://www.dieweisse.at/
http://www.stiftmelk.at/englisch/index.html
http://www.musikverein.at/konzerte/konzerte.asp?currMonth=10&currYear=2012
http://www.musikverein.at/konzerte/konzerte.asp?currMonth=10&currYear=2012
http://www.goesser-bierklinik.at/


Czech Republic! Czech Pils Anyone?

 
October 9th, 2012 (Tuesday) 

Depart at 0730  
Arrive at Eggenberg Brewery for Tour at 1100.  
http://www.eggenberg.cz/index.php?page=pceny&lang=e
n  

 
 
7th Stop: Krcma (#61 on list) (Cesky Krumlov) we have 
reservations at 1230. http://www.satlava.cz/  

Tavern in Šatlavská street  

 

 

 

Depart at 1400 for Budweiser-Budvar Brewery Tour!  
Budweis Brewery Tour at 1500 (in Budweis)  
http://www.visitbudvar.cz/en/objednavky/ 
  

 
  
Depart 1630ish  for Prague … 
                            get to hotel/check in around 1900ish …  
Hotel/Brewery U Medvidku!   (Stay here overnight) 
http://www.umedvidku.cz/ 
 
  
8th Stop: U Fleku (#3 on list) (Prague) Dinner reservations at 
2130 … http://de.ufleku.cz/  

  

http://www.eggenberg.cz/index.php?page=pceny&lang=en
http://www.eggenberg.cz/index.php?page=pceny&lang=en
http://www.satlava.cz/
http://www.visitbudvar.cz/en/objednavky/
http://www.umedvidku.cz/
http://de.ufleku.cz/


 

Wednesday, 10 Oct 2012.  
Wake early to see the sunrise on the Charles Bridge 
…  then visit Prague Castle (St. Vitus Cathedral)!  
  
Tour U Fleku Brewery at 1000 

 
 
Depart around 1130 for Pilsen … arrive at 1300.  
Eat Lunch in Na Spilce Restaurant (at the Brewery)  

 

 
 
9th Stop: Pilsner Urquell Brewery!  
Brewery Tour is at 1415 … in English!  
 

 
 
Depart at 1630 for Buttenheim, Germany!  
Stay at the Lowenbrau Brewery Hotel ...   

 
(See Levi Strauss Museum/Visit St. George Brewery too)  
(Maybe see the St George Brewery Caves …)  
OVERNIGHT (Buttenheim)  
  
  



Thursday, 11 Oct 2012  
 
Possibly visit the Beer Caves of the St George Brewery 
 
Visit the Cathedral, Klosterbraeu, Schlenkerla Brewery ...  

  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamberg_Cathedral  

(Visit the Cathedral and see a Pope's Grave!!)  
 
Tour the oldest, active Brewery in Bamberg 
1000 Tour -- Klosterbräu Bamberg 
Obere Mühlbrücke 1, 96049 Bamberg, Germany 

 
 
1130-  Schlenkerla Tavern (#73 on list) (Bamberg)  
http://www.schlenkerla.de/indexe.html 
 

 
 
Depart at 1300 for Cologne ...  
 
1700 – Check into Hotel! (Hotel Arcaden) 
 
 
Our task is to try 3 styles of Kolsch: 
Päffgen is bitter, Früh is hoppy and Malzmühle is malty 
 
Atelier am Dom (#37 on list) (Cologne) (It’s in the Hotel on 
the Plaza with the Dom … if it’s open at all) 
We will try to hit Brauhaus Sion and Frueh Brau 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamberg_Cathedral
http://www.schlenkerla.de/indexe.html


 

 
 

 
 

Friday, 12 October 2012 
 

No rush to get up this morning … leisurely … 
 

Check out this brewpub for lunch (1045) … 
Gaststätte Lommerzheim (Paeffgen Kolsch) 
Siegesstrasse 18 
Cologne, North Rhine-Westphalia Germany 50679 

 
 

Visit the Cologne Cathedral!! (and Climb the tower!!)  
http://www.koelner-dom.de/  (1300) 

 
 
We will spend some time in the center of Cologne – we will 
make our way over to the Malzmuehle for the last of our 
different Kolsch styles … 
1430  Malzmühle  …  muehlenkoelsch.de  
Heumarkt 6 
50667 Cologne, Germany 
0221 210-117 

 
 

http://www.koelner-dom.de/


Depart around 1630 for Duesseldorf … make our way to 
Dusseldorf … check into hotel. 

(VIP Hotel)  
 

Dusseldorf 
Head out to dinner around 1900 … this is Alt-Bier town, so 
we will be having dinner @ Zum Uerige (#28 on list)  

 
 

 
 
OVERNIGHT (Dusseldorf)  
  
  



The Netherlands and Belgium …  
a Trappist Day! 

Saturday, 13 October 2012 
 
Depart at 0900 …  
(1100) Onze Lieve Vrouw van Koningshoeven  
(Konigshoven Brewery) 
 
 

 
 
Depart Koningshoeven NLT 1200ish … takes about 1 hour to 
drive to Westmalle. 
 
(1300) Westmalle Brewery/Lunch 
 

 

Depart NLT 1430 for Brussels.  It takes about 1 hour to drive 
there but we need to allow time for traffic.  
 
(1600) Brussels (Gueze Museum) 

 
 
Check into Hotel … Hotel La Madeleine (2 nights) 
Walk to Dinner … 
Dinner @ Beer Circus … 1930 

 
 
Walk to Night Caps at Delirium Café 

 

  



Day 8: Brussels  

14 October 2012 / Sunday 

[LAUNDRY THIS DAY] 

Lunch on the Grand Place (somewhere) … 
relaxation day … 

 

We will be attending the Opera … Hope you like it.  

Lulu | Alban Berg 
Su  14  October 2012, 15:00 (De Munt/ La Monnaie) 
 
The nuptials of Eros and Thanatos unveil their irresistible 
attraction in this second opera of Alban Berg who, following 
Wozzeck, describes the sometimes bright and often bestial 
intensity of human relations. Intoxicatingly enigmatic and 
deadly for those close to her, Lulu’s secret goes with her unto 
death. From the folly of love to the humiliation of vulgarity, she 
incites the excess. She unhinges reality…  

 

Murder most fabulous 

She seduces, she kills, she winds up a prostitute and gets 
murdered by Jack the Ripper. Philip Hensher on why greed-
filled, lusty Lulu is the 20th century's greatest opera. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lulu_(opera) 



Day 9 - Poperinge [Belgium]  

10/15 (Monday) 
 
0800 depart for Brugges  … arrive a little after 0900 … park 
near the brewery and spend about 1.5 hours walking around 
the old town. 

 
We have to be at the brewery at 1045 for the 1100 Tour… 
1100 De Halve Maan Tour 

 

1200 Lunch – De Halve Maan 

 
 … depart 1330 for Roeselare (Rodenbach Brewery) 
We will do a brewery “drive by” but stop at the nearest 
restaurant that serves their beers: Eetcafe Rodenbach 
http://www.eetcaferodenbach.be/ 
 
We should be there in time to have a few brews… 
 
Finally, we will drive to  Passendale / Tyn Cot Cemetery (arrive 
around 1700ish I think). 
 

  
 
From there to our Hotel in Poperinge.  [Hotel de la Paix] 
Arrive around 1830. 
 
  

http://www.eetcaferodenbach.be/


Day 10: Best Beer in the World! West Vleteren 12 
10/16 (Tuesday) 

 
Depart and at 0900, visit the Eurohop Yards  
 
Leave NLT 1030 for an: 
1100 -- Visit Saint Sixtus (Westvletern) … in de Vrede Café 
The brewery here is very non-descript. The monks are very 
reclusive – The best thing for us to do is to stop in the Café for 
Lunch … they usually have all four of their beers available for 
tasting/purchase (so if we can’t drink them all there, we can 
buy a six-pack and drink them later!)  The Westvleteren 8, 10, 
12, and Blonde.   

 

1300 Drive to Chimay …  Arrive at the Hotel at 1600 

Dinner in the Auberge (They close at 1700).  

  



Day 11: From Belgium back to Germany! 
10/17 (Wednesday)  

 
Get up and drive over to the Abbey (Chimay) … I think 
0900 arrival time.   
 

 
Leave by NLT 1000 from Chimay.  Get to Floren (the 
area where the Orval Abbey is located) just before 
noon. 
 
Have lunch at the restaurant closest to the Abbey. 
 

 

 
Do some sightseeing at the Abbey after lunch. 
 

 
Depart from Orval NLT 1400. 
 
Drive directly to Boeblingen for dinner and to stay 
overnight at …. (1900). 
 
 
 
 
  



Day 12; Southern Germany! 
10/18 (Thursday) 

 
Busy day today … we will be visiting 4 different sites … but 
very good ones!  We should leave around 0830 to give 
ourselves time to get out of town.  Get to Hohenzollern before 
1000. 
Visit: Hohenzollern Castle 
 http://www.burg-hohenzollern.com 
 

 
 
Spend about two hours here and then drive to Zwiefalten to 
visit  the abbey / brewery.  Arrive at Zwiefalten 
Abbey/Brewery around 1300. 
 

 
 

 
 
Leave Zwiefalten in about an hour and drive to Ottobeuren 
Cathedral [arrive around 1530 …]  
 

Ottobeuren Kloster 

 
 
Spend about an hour at Ottobeuren and then driveto our hotel: 
Irseer Abbey/Brewery   (#82 on the list)   
 

 
 

http://www.burg-hohenzollern.com/


Day 13: Back where it all started: Munchen! 
10/19 (Friday) 

 
Leisurely checkout and have breakfast.  Depart at 0900 and 

arrive at Neuschwanstein at 1000. 
 

 
 

Hohenschwangau is right there to visit. 

 
 

Leave there after about 3 hours and arrive at Wies Kirche, 
 

 
 

From Weiskirche, head to Kloster Andechs (#57 on the list) for 

some dinner!  Arrive around 1600 … stay for a couple of hours. 

 

May our way to Munich to our hotel …. Finish off with 
Augustiner Keller!  (#6 on list)   



Day 14: Mike and Phillip Depart 
10/20 (Saturday) 

 
Derek and I will explore Munich on Saturday … 
 
Augustiner-Brau brewery (Munich)… same thing – the 
brewery will be closed, but that won’t stop us from having a 
brew at the "Bräustüberl" before heading over to our hotel … 
http://www.augustiner-braeu.de/augustiners/html/en/index.html 

 
We will do a walking tour of the Fussgaengerzone in 
downtown Munich.  Some of our sightseeing will include both a 
look at some classic Munich tourist sites but a couple of the 
large beer halls in town. 
 
Here are the sites I would like for us to visit: 
a) Go to the heart of the city, Marienplatz and join the audience 
for a performance of the famous Glockenspiel. 32 mechanically 
moved figures re-enact scenes of Munich's history.  
b) Climb up the 306 steps to the tower of St. Peter's (called 
"Alter Peter") and enjoy the best overview of the city. St. 
Peter's is Munich's oldest church.  
c) Have a look into the Cathedral (Frauenkirche). The Gothic 
style church with its twin domes is one of Munich's landmarks. 
e) Be dazzled by the sumptuous rococo interior of St. 
Nepomuk's (called "Asamkirche") - an orgy of stucco work, 
gildings and colourful frescos. The 1746 completed church was 
the private church of the brothers Asam.   This will set the 
stage for other Rococo/Baroque Churches we will be visiting.  
We will also stop by the site of the original Schneider-Weisse 
brewery in Munich. 
 
4) Weisse Haus (Munchen)  
http://www.weisses-brauhaus.de/  
  
All of this will culminate with an early dinner (say 7pm or so) 
at the Augustiner Keller (so we end up close to the hotel).   

 
5) Augustiner Keller (#6 on list) (Munchen) 
http://www.augustinerkeller.de/  
  
BEERS TO TRY THIS DAY: 
2) Augustiner Edelstoff or Maximator 
3) Hafbrau Munchner Sommer Naturtrueb 
4) Schneider-Weisse TAP1 Meine Blonde Weisse 
  

http://www.augustiner-braeu.de/augustiners/html/en/index.html
http://www.weisses-brauhaus.de/
http://www.augustinerkeller.de/


Day 15 Depart for Africa! 10/21 

DETAILS FOR TRIP: 
 
RENTAL CAR INFORMATION: (613 EURO Guaranteed) 
Conf#: F44108775A4 (Ford Mondeo + GPS included …) 

Pickup: 10/6 – 1200, Dropoff: 10/20 – 0700 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 

 


